
The Role of the Wife 

Part 2 

 

A.  Respecting Your Husband 

 

1.  The Call to Respect 

 

 Ephesians 5:33 

 

 1 Peter 3:1-2 

 

  ESV… “When they see your respectful and pure conduct…” 

 

2.  The Importance of Respect to a Man 

  “In one national study, four hundred men were given a choice between going through two 

  different negative experiences.  If they were forced to choose one of the following, which 

  would they prefer to endure? 

a) To be left alone and unloved in the world 

b) To feel inadequate and disrespected by everyone 

Seventy-four percent of these men said that if they were forced to choose, they would 

prefer being alone and unloved in the world. 

For these men, the greater negative experience for their souls to endure would be to feel 

inadequate and disrespected by everyone.  I have had numerous men confirm this 

research by telling me, “I would rather live with a wife who respected me but did not love 

me than live with a wife who did not respect me.” 

These men are not saying that they are indifferent to love.  They know they need love, 

but they need to feel respected even more than to feel loved.  Perhaps a good analogy is 

water and food.  We need both to survive, but we can live longer without food than 

without water.  For men, love is like food and respect is like water.  Enough said!  

“Respect is the key to motivating a husband.”  Love and Respect, p. 49-50 

3. What if He Doesn’t Earn Any Respect? 

 

a. He deserves your respect because of the position God has placed Him in 

   1 Peter 2:13-17 

 



b. “Unconditional Respect” 

 

 

 

4. Practical Outworking 

 

a. Tell him you respect him and are proud of him 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Honor him personally, before the children and before others 

   Proverbs 31:10-12  Who can find a virtuous wife? 

     For her worth is far above rubies. 

     11  The heart of her husband safely trusts her; 

     So he will have no lack of gain. 

     12  She does him good and not evil 

     All the days of her life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Results 

 

“I have led several studies on being a godly wife and have read and hopefully applied lots 

of biblical marriage resources.  But I knew something was still missing even in my own 

relationship…I could not figure out why my husband was staying somewhat aggravated 

with me and I was definitely not receiving the love and affection that I so desired.  Now I 

realize that I have been showing him disrespect without ever dreaming that was being 

communicated…I tried respect…I was amazed at the result.  My husband is definitely not 

a sweet talker.  He is an outdoorsman who hunts all over the world.  That’s our business.  



Anyway, I thought this feels kind of silly but I said to him, “Honey, I couldn’t sleep very 

well last night so I spent a lot of time thinking of all the things I respect about you”  

(which was true).  He did not respond but I felt a softening in the air.  Two days later, 

after spending all day in the duck blind with several men, he said to me, “I missed you 

today.  I wish you could have gone with me.  I thought all day about what a sweet girl 

you are.”  I nearly laughed out loud—he called me a sweet girl—I’m a grandmother—

but, oh, it is so fun to feel loved.  I am now aware of so many ways that I was 

communicating disrespect without meaning to.”  Love and Respect, p. 46-47 

 

B.  Living With an Unbeliever or Unresponsive Husband… 1 Peter 3:1-6 

 

1. Speak with your life 

 

 1 Corinthians 7:12-14  But to the rest I, not the Lord, say:  If any brother has a 

 wife who does not believe, and she is willing to live with him, let him not divorce 

 her.  13 And a woman who has a husband who does not believe, if he is willing 

 to live with her, let her not divorce him.  14 For the unbelieving husband is 

 sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; 

 otherwise your children would be unclean, but now they are holy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Be Beautiful 

 

 

 

 

3. Trust God 


