
Eschatology Part 6 
 

The Signs of the Times 
Introduction to Signs: 

1.  Call to humility, less dogmatism 
2. Mistaken approaches to Signs: 

  a.  Seeing them as exclusively for the end time 
 
  b.  Be careful not to read them as if they are newspaper reports 

� “By way of example, Hodge notes that, though many prophesies were 
given by the OT prophets about the first coming of Christ, no one knew 
how these prophesies would be fulfilled until Christ had actually come: 
‘Christ was indeed a king, but no such king as the world had ever seen, 
and such as no man expected; He was a priest, but the only priest that 
ever lived of whose priesthood He was Himself the victim; He did 
establish a kingdom, but it was not of this world.’”  Hoekema, p. 132 

� “…many of those who did believe on Christ had difficulty in seeing how 
he fulfilled OT predictions.  For example, John the Baptist… John was 
expecting Jesus to fulfill at His first coming the judging activities which He 
would carry out at His second coming; until he received Jesus’ corrective 
message he failed to realize that the preaching and teaching activities of 
the Messiah were to be carried out at His first coming.  In other words, 
John confused Christ’s second coming with His first coming; though he 
believed that all the OT prophecies about the Messiah would be fulfilled, 
he did not properly understand the way in which they would be fulfilled.”  
Hoekema, p. 132 

3.   A Helpful Outline: 
I. Signs Evidencing the Grace of God: 

a. The proclamation of the gospel to all nations 
b. The salvation of the fullness of Israel 

II. Signs Indicating Opposition to God: 
a. Tribulation 
b. Apostasy 
c. Antichrist 

III.      Signs Indicating Divine Judgment: 
a. Wars 
b. Earthquakes 
c. Famines 

Back to the Bible: 
� Remember:  

� The Clear before the _________________________. 
 

� The  _________________ before the Figurative. 
 

� The General before the ____________________. 
 

 Paul To The Thessalonians  (Paul’s Eschatology………. Pauline Eschatology) 
� 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 

 
� 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 

 
 
 
 



� 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 

� What’s the concern? 

� What must take place before the Day? 

� 1. ________________________________ 

� 2. ________________________________ 
 

� Apostasy 
o Many OT examples 
o NT…  Matt. 24:10-13  And then many will be offended, will betray one another, 

and will hate one another. 
11

Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 

many. 
12

And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 

cold. 
13

But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

o Matt. 24:24  For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

o Already taking place in Apostles day  (cf. Heb. 6:6; 10:29)   
• 2 Peter 2:20-22  For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them 

than the beginning. 
21

For it would have been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the 

holy commandment delivered to them. 
22

But it has happened to them 

according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a 

sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.” 
• 1 John 2:19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 

had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that 
they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.  

o 1 Tim. 4:1-5 
o 2 Tim. 3:1-9 

 

� Antichrist 
o OT… Dan. 7:25  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall 

persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times 
and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand. For a time and 

times and half a time.  
o Dan. 11:36  Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall exalt and 

magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of 
gods, and shall prosper till the wrath has been accomplished; for what has been 
determined shall be done.  

o Dan 11:31  And forces[j] shall be mustered by him, and they shall defile the 
sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the daily sacrifices, and 
place there the abomination of desolation. 

o Dan. 12:11  “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the 
abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred 
and ninety days. 

o Antiochus Epiphanes , Syrian king, 168 BC 
o Matt. 24:15-16  “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken 

of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him 

understand), 
16

“then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

o Titus, Roman, 70 AD 
o 1 John 4:2-3  By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 
3
and every spirit that does not 

confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is 
the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already 
in the world. 



o Matt. 24:23-27   “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ 

do not believe it. 
24

For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 

signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
25

See, I have told you 

beforehand.  
26

“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go 

out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 
27

For as the lightning 

comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be. 

o 1 John 2:22  Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is 
antichrist who denies the Father and the Son. 

o 1 John 2:18  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that 
the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we 
know that it is the last hour.  

 
� Back to 2 Thessalonians 

1. He will come out of the Apostasy 
 
2. He is a person 

 
3. He will be an object of worship 

 
4. He will use deceptive miracles and false teaching to advance his cause 

 
5. He will be revealed only after the restrainer is out of the way 

 
6. He will be totally over thrown by Christ at the second coming  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


