
Eschatology Part 4 

A. Review of the Kingdom of God 

1. Anticipated by the OT Believers 
2. A Dominant Theme in the Preaching of John the Baptist and Jesus 
3. The Kingdom is a Present Reality  (Already) 
4. The Kingdom will be consummated in the Future  (Not Yet) 
5. This Already / Not Yet Aspect was not fully understood by the Jews (ex. John the Baptist,    

Matt. 11) 
6. Jesus Revealed this Aspect through the Kingdom Parables of Matthew 13 

a. Sower and Seed 
b. Wheat and Tares (Weeds) 

 

B.  A continuation of our study of the Kingdom Parables 

 “How could the all-conquering, glorious eschatological kingdom of God be 
present in this former carpenter and His Galilean followers?... The common emphasis of 
these parables is the response to this question.  It is that the kingdom has come and is 
present in a form unexpected by the Jews, but that this present form anticipates its 
future, glorious consummation.”  Waldron, The End Times Made Simple, p.74 

 

� The Dragnet (vs. 47-50) 

 

� The Mustard Seed and Leaven (vs.31-33) 

 

� The Treasure and Pearl  (vs. 44-46) 
 

 

“…Jesus declares that in order to possess this hidden kingdom there will be the need of total 
sacrifice.  To a Jew with ideas of a glorious, earthly kingdom, possessing the kingdom meant 
glory, riches, fame, and honor.  Jesus, however, says a flat “no” to such ideas.  Possessing the 
kingdom means rather the total sacrifice of this world’s possessions.”  Waldron, p. 76. 

 

Application:  Call in Scripture to Live as Kingdom Citizens Now 

 Ephesians 4:17-5:11…Notice how eschatology and day to day life come together. 

 

The Intermediate State  (What happens to people immediately after they die….Personal 

Eschatology) 

A.  False Views: 

1. Annihilation 
2. Soul Sleep 

 



B.  Separation of Body and Soul at Death 

� Matthew 10:28  And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

� Rev. 6:9  When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?”  

� Rev. 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of 
God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their 

foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

� Luke 23:46   And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ‘into Your hands I 
commit My spirit.’” Having said this, He breathed His last.  

� Acts 7:59  And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.”  

� Heb. 12:23  to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to 

God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,  

 

C.  Comments on Sheol, Hades 

1. Realm of the dead 
2. The grave 
3. A place of punishment for the ungodly 

 

D.  What happens to Unbelievers upon physical death? 

� Luke 16:19-26 

� 2 Peter 2:9  then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the 
unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 

 

E.  What happens to Believers upon physical death? 

� Luke 23:42-43  Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”  
43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 

o 2 Cor. 12:2-4  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not 
know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to 
the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know, God knows— 4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

o Rev. 2:7  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of 
God.”’ 

� Phil. 1:21-23  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will 
mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the 
two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.  

� 2 Cor. 5:1-11  1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we 
shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to 

be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has 
prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 



6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the 

Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.  Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or 
absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or 

bad. 11Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and 
I also trust are well known in your consciences. 

 

F.  The Intermediate State is: Temporary, Incomplete, Looks Forward to the 
Resurrection. 

 “ Is the blessedness of these spirits complete?  No! In the intermediate state the goal of 
redemption has not been (fully) achieved.  Their blessedness is incomplete, therefore, in five 
ways: 1) They have not received the redemption of their bodies. 2) Their brethren, the elect 
people of Christ, are yet partially unredeemed. 3) Their inheritance, a redeemed creation, is not 
yet theirs. 4) They have not yet been publicly vindicated by the final judgment. 5) Their enemies 
have not yet been judged.”  Waldron, p. 118. 

� Rev. 6:9-11  When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 

slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, 
saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should 
rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be 
killed as they were, was completed. 

Application: 

  Christians have one unified hope… 

 “…the believer should have, not a ‘twofold expectation’ of the future, but a ‘single expectation’.  
We look forward to an eternal, glorious existence with Christ after death, an existence which will 
culminate in the resurrection.  Intermediate state and resurrection are therefore to be thought of 
as two aspects of a unitary expectation.”  Heokema, p. 108 

 

 “ At the same time, biblical teaching on the intermediate state is of great significance.  Believers 
who have died are “the dead in Christ” (1 Thess. 4:16); whether they live or die, they are the 
Lord’s (Rom. 14:8).  Neither life nor death, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:38-39)”  Hoekema, p. 108 

 

� 1 Thess. 4:13-14  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

 

“This teaching should bring us great comfort.  In terms of the imagery of 2 Cor. 5:6-8, our 
present life is actually a being away from the Lord, a kind of pilgrimage.  Death for a Christian, 
however, is a homecoming.  It is the end of his/her pilgrimage; it is his/her return to his true 
home.”  Hoekema p. 108 

 


