
Eschatology Part 3 

Review and dreaded quiz 

The Kingdom of God 

 1. The OT anticipation: 

� The Lion of the Tribe of Judah will bear a Scepter  

o Gen. 49:9-10  Judah is a lion’s whelp; 
      From the prey, my son, you have gone up.  
      He bows down, he lies down as a lion;  
      And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 

 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor a lawgiver from between his feet,  
Until Shiloh comes;  
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 

� David’s Son will Have an Everlasting Kingdom 
o 2 Samuel 7:12-17 

� Daniel’s Interpretation of the Vision 
o Daniel 2:35, 44 

• Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, 
and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away 
so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a 
great mountain and filled the whole earth.  

• And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.  

2.  A Key Teaching of Both John the Baptist and Jesus 

� Matt. 3:1  In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 and saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”  

� Mark 1:14-15  Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom[e] of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, 
and believe in the gospel.” 

3. A Definition of the Kingdom of God 

“ The Kingdom of God, therefore, is to be understood as the reign of God dynamically 
active in      human history through Jesus Christ, the purpose of which is the redemption 
of God’s people from sin and from demonic powers, and the final establishment of the 
new heavens and the new earth.  It means that the great drama of the history of 
salvation has been inaugurated, and that the age to come has been ushered in.  The 
Kingdom must not be understood as merely the salvation of certain individuals or even 
as the reign of God in the hearts of His people; it means nothing less than the reign of 
God over His entire created universe.  The Kingdom of God means that God is King 
and acts in history to bring history to a divinely directed goal”  Hoekema, The Bible and 
The Future, p.45 

  

 



 4.  The Kingdom of God is Present 

� Matt. 12:28 (Luke 11:20)  But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God 

has come upon you.  

� Luke 17:20-21  Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 

He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21 nor will 
they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you (or: in your 
midst). 

� Matt. 5:3, 10  “ Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

� Matt. 18:4; 19:14  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.  But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

� 1 Cor. 4:19-20   But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of those 
who are puffed up, but the power. 20 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.  

� Romans 14:16-17  Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is 
not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  

� Col. 1:13-14  He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of 

the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.  

5.  The Kingdom of God is Future 

� Matt. 7:21-23  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your 
name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!’ 

� Matt. 8:11-12  And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into 
outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

� Matt. 21:43  “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation 
(people) bearing the fruits of it. 

� 1 Tim. 4:18  And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly 
kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen! 

� 1 Cor. 6:9-11  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,[a] nor 
sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

� Gal. 5:21   envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as 
I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.  

� Eph. 5:5-7  For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 

idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with 
empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 

� 1 Cor. 15:50  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor 

does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed 

How Do We Understand Texts That Say It Is Present, While Others Say It Is Future??? 

“The Kingdom Of God involves two great moments: fulfillment within history, and consummation 
at the end of history”  George Elton Ladd, The Presence of the Future, quoted in Hoekema. 



6.  This aspect of the Kingdom was not clearly understood by the 
prophets, the Jews or even John the Baptist. 

� Matthew 3:1-12 

� Matt. 11:1-6 

� Matt. 11:7-15 

� Matt. 12:22-30 

� Matthew 13:1-ff  THE KINGDOM REVEALED THROUGH PARABLES 
o “How could the all-conquering, glorious eschatological kingdom of God be 

present in this former carpenter and His Galilean followers?... The common 
emphasis of these parables is the response to this question.  It is that the 
kingdom has come and is present in a form unexpected by the Jews, but that 
this present form anticipates its future, glorious consummation.”  Waldron, 
The End Times Made Simple, p.74 

 

� The Sower and Seed  (3-9; 18-23) 

 

 

� The Wheat and Tares (Weeds) (24-30; 36-43) 

 

 

� The Dragnet  (47-50) 

 

 

� Mustard Seed and Leaven  (31-33) 

 

 

� Treasure and Pearl (44-46) 

 

 

“…Jesus declares that in order to possess this hidden kingdom there will be the need of total 
sacrifice.  To a Jew with ideas of a glorious, earthly kingdom, possessing the kingdom meant 
glory, riches, fame, and honor.  Jesus, however, says a flat “no” to such ideas.  Possessing the 
kingdom means rather the total sacrifice of this world’s possessions.”  Waldron, p. 76. 

 

Application:   Realistic Optimism  

 


