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Eschatology Part 2 

Review Quiz….Welcome back to school!!! 

 What is Eschatology? 

  What are the 3 biblical principles for our study of God’s Word? 

   1.  The ________________ before the ______________. 

   2.  The ________________ before the ______________. 

   3.  The ________________ before the ______________. 

  What was OT Eschatology…What did the OT believers look forward to? 

  1. 

  2. 

  3. 

  4. 

  5. 

  6. 

 What does “Already / Not Yet” refer to?  Give one example. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction:   Laying the Foundation 

Doctrine:    The Structure of New Testament Eschatology 

1. In the NT comes the realization that the great eschatological event has happened in 
the coming of Christ. 

 Luke 1:31-35, 2:25-32; 36-38 

 “The coming of Jesus Christ into the world is, in fact, the fulfillment of the central eschatological     

 expectation of the OT.”  Hoekema, The Bible and the Future p.13 

2. The most basic NT understanding of eschatology is that all time is divided into 2 
ages…This Age and The Age  to Come. 

� Matt. 12:32  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 

� Mark 10:30  who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. 

� Luke 16:8  So the master commended the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the 
sons of this world (age) are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.  

� Luke 18:30  who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come 
eternal life.” 

� Luke 20:34-36  Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in 

marriage. 35 But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the 
dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 36 nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to 
the angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.  

� Rom. 12:2  And do not be conformed to this world (age), but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

� 1 Cor. 1:20  Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of this world? 

� 1 Cor. 2:6,8  However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this 
age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. …which none of the rulers of this age 
knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  

� 1 Cor. 3:18  Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to be wise in this age, let him 
become a fool that he may become wise 

� 2 Cor. 4:4  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 

� Gal. 1:4  who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according 
to the will of our God and Father, 

� Eph. 1:21  far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.  

� Eph. 2:2  in which you once walked according to the course of this world (age), according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

� 1 Tim. 6:17-19  Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in 
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, 

that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good 
foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

� Titus 2:12-13  teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

� Heb. 6:5  and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 



3.  This age and the age to come are qualitatively different states of human existence 
and qualitatively different periods in the history of the world. 

      Luke 20:27-40 

 This Age                   The Age to Come 

 

 

4.  This age ends and the age to come begins with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Titus 2:11-13  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, 
denying  ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

5.  With the first coming of Christ this age has entered it’s last days. 

� Acts 2:16-17  But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
 17 ‘ And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God,   
 That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

� Gal. 4:4  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 
under the law,   

� 1 Cor. 10:11  Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  

� Heb. 1:1-2  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the 
prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 

things, through whom also He made the worlds;  

� Heb. 9:26  He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once 

at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself . 

� 1 John 2:18  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, 

even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.    

� 1 Peter 1:20  He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 

these last times for you  

 This Age is now passing away: 

� 1 Cor. 2:6  However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this 
age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 

� 1 John 2:17  And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 

abides forever. 

6.  With the first coming of Christ…the age to come has broken into this present evil 
age. 

� Heb. 6:4-6  For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly 
gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and 
the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they 
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. 

� The Reign of Christ has begun: 
o Eph. 1:20-23  which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 

seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power 

and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
that which is to come.  

 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 

church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 



� The Resurrection has begun: 
o 1 Cor. 15:20-23  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the 

resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His coming.  

o Acts 4:2  being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. 

� The New Creation has begun: 
o 2 Cor. 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new 
o Gal. 6:15  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a 

new creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The chart above illustrates the overlapping of the ages.1 The supplementary 
propositions studied in this chapter may seem to complicate the basic scheme of 
the previous chapter. An illustration may however, clear up any difficulty. Think of 
a young couple who are married and looking forward to having children. After 
several years they become serious, but month after month brings no results. 
Finally after a trip to the doctor, the wife announces the great news, "Husband, 
I'm pregnant!" The future has come! But has it? A week goes by and nothing 
much changes. There is still that long period of gestation, before they can hold 
the little one in their arms. There are, of course, growing signs that something is 
happening: Baby's room is re-decorated. Mommy's tummy grows increasingly 
larger. Daddy's nervousness increases as the great day draws near. But despite 
all of this there is no visible reality. There is no cooing baby to hold in their arms. 
It is even so with the age to come and the kingdom of God. The age to come has 
come in certain subtle, but significant ways, but it has not come in outward, 
glorious reality. Just as there is an overlapping of the ages in the history of this 
family, so there is in the history of the world. Right now history is pregnant with 
the age to come. 

 

7.  These blessings in the present age are the pledges and guarantees of greater 
blessings to come. 

� The Resurrection of Jesus is a first fruit: 
o 1 Cor. 15:20-23    But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the 

resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His coming. 

� The Holy Spirit is a down payment: 
o 2 Cor. 1:22  who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  



o 2 Cor. 5:5  Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us 
the Spirit as a guarantee. 

o Eph. 1:13-14  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, 14 who[b] is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, to the praise of His glory. 

� Being born again points to an eternal state 

Application: 

 1.  This biblical framework explains the two stage nature of salvation 

 

 2.  This biblical framework explains the tensions of the Christian life 

 

                                       

 


