
Eschatology Part 13 
Judgment 

 
A.  The Glorious Appearing of Christ…The Call of All the Dead to Resurrection…The Assembly 

of all People and Angels to the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
 Rev. 20:11-15 

Acts 17:30-31  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now  commands all men 
everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on w hich He w ill judge the w orld 
in righteousness by the Man w hom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by 
raising Him from the dead.” 

 (some other passages that speak of a coming day of judgment:  Matt. 10:15; 11:22, 24; 
12:36; 25:31-46; 1 Cor. 4:5; Heb. 6:2; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6) 

1.  Jesus Christ is to be God the Father’s appointed Judge 
• 2 Tim 4:1  I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, w ho w ill 

judge the living and the dead at His appear ing and His kingdom: 
• Acts 10:42   And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it 

is He w ho was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 

• John 5:26-27   For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son 
to have life in Himself, 27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, 
because He is the Son of Man. 

• “The w ork of judging, moreover, w ill be Christ’s f inal exaltation and highest 
triumph.  While on earth he w as condemned by earthly rulers; now  He w ill sit in 
judgment over all earthly author ities.  Christ w ill now  carry out to its completion 
His saving w ork for His people.  The judgment w ill mean the total subjugation of 
all His enemies, and the completion of His kingdom, after w hich He w ill deliver 
the kingdom to God the Father (1 Cor. 15:24).  Hoekema, p.256 

B.  Who Will be Judged…On What Basis Will They Be Judged? 
 Rev. 20:11-15 
 
 Matt. 25:31-46 
 
 
 Romans 2:4-11 
 
 
 Romans 14:10-13 
 
 
 1 Corinthians 6:1-ff 
 
 
 2 Corinthians 5:8-11 
 
 
C.  How is it that Christians w ill be judged by our works when salvation is clearly by grace 
through faith alone apart from works? 

Romans 3:28  Therefore w e conclude that a man is justif ied by faith apart from the deeds of the 
law . 

Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, 9 not of w orks, lest anyone should boast. 

 
The relationship of w orks and salvation is that w e do not merit or earn our salvation by our 
works, it has been merited for us by Christ’s righteousness and death.  But our works prove 
that w e have: 1. Been born anew    2.  Have exercised saving faith. 

Ephesians 2:10  For w e are His w orkmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good w orks, which 
God prepared beforehand that w e should w alk in them. 



Matt. 7: 15-22   “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inw ardly 
they are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from 
thornbushes or f igs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good 
fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut dow n and throw n into the 
f ire. 20 Therefore by their fruits you w ill know  them.  “Not everyone w ho says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the w ill of My Father in 
heaven. 22 Many w ill say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have w e not prophesied in Your 
name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many w onders in Your name?’ 23 And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew  you; depart from Me, you w ho practice law lessness!’  

James 2:14-26 
 

Are you a genuine Christian?  Look at your life, deeds, words, thoughts, heart…that is what 
Jesus w ill examine and evaluate. 
Deeds: 

Matt. 25 
Rev. 20:12   And the dead w ere judged according to their w orks, by the things w hich were 

written in the books. 
1 Peter 1:17  And if you call on the Father, w ho w ithout partiality judges according to each one’s 

work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;  
Rev. 22:12  “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My rew ard is with Me, to give to every one 

according to his w ork. 
Eph. 6:8  know ing that w hatever good anyone does, he w ill receive the same from the Lord, 

whether he is a slave or free. 
Heb. 6:10  For God is not unjust to forget your w ork and labor of love w hich you have shown 

tow ard His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 
 
 

Words Uttered: 
Matt. 12:36 -37  But I say to you that for every idle w ord men may speak, they w ill give account 

of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your w ords you w ill be justif ied, and by your w ords you 
will be condemned.” 

Matt. 5:22  But I say to you that w hoever is angry with his brother w ithout a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment. And w hoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the 
council. But w hoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell f ire. 

Luke 12:2-3  For there is nothing covered that w ill not be revealed, nor hidden that w ill not be 
know n. 3Therefore w hatever you have spoken in the dark w ill be heard in the light, and w hat 
you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms w ill be proclaimed on the housetops. 

Thoughts: 
Matt. 5:28  But I say to you that w hoever looks at a w oman to lust for her has already 

committed adultery w ith her in his heart.  
1 Cor. 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, w ho w ill both bring to 

light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s 
praise w ill come from God. 

1 Tim 5:24-25  Some men’s sins are clearly evident, preceding them to judgment, but those of 
some men follow  later. 25 Likew ise, the good w orks of some are clearly evident, and those 
that are otherw ise cannot be hidden. 

 
D.  Will the sins of Christians be brought up again…or forgiven and therefore never brought up? 

• Christian opinion differs 
• Christians will not be condemned 

• Sins either way w ill be declared forgiven 
• Focus for Christians w ill clearly be on reward: 

o Rev. 11:18  The nations w ere angry, and Your wrath has come,  
      And the time of the dead, that they should be judged,  
      And that You should rew ard Your servants the prophets and the saints,  



      And those w ho fear Your name, small and great,  
      And should destroy those w ho destroy the earth.”  

o 1 Cor. 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, w ho 
will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of 
the hearts. Then each one’s praise w ill come from God. 

o  
                      Caution against a wrong view: 

1 Peter 1:15-17  but as He w ho called you is holy, you also be holy in 
all your conduct, 16 because it is w ritten, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if  you call on the 
Father, w ho w ithout partiality judges according to each one’s w ork, conduct yourselves 
throughout the t ime of your stay here in fear;  
Rom. 14:10-13  But w hy do you judge your brother? Or w hy do you show contempt for 
your brother? For w e shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is 
written:  
      “ As I live, says the LORD, 
      Every knee shall bow to Me, 
      And every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge 
one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to 
fall in our brother’s w ay. 
 

 E.  By What Standard w ill all be judged? 
  1. The Holiness of God…embodied in the law 
  2.  The Light that we have been given 

Rom. 2:11-16  For there is no partiality w ith God. 
12 For as many as have sinned w ithout law  w ill also perish w ithout law , and as many as 
have sinned in the law  will be judged by the law  13 (for not the hearers of the law  are just 
in the sight of God, but the doers of the law  will be justif ied; 14 for w hen Gentiles, w ho do 
not have the law , by nature do the things in the law , these, although not having the law , 
are a law  to themselves, 15 w ho show the w ork of the law  written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing w itness, and betw een themselves their thoughts accusing or 
else excusing them) 16 in the day w hen God w ill judge the secrets of men by Jesus 
Christ, according to my gospel. 

 
F.  Will there be degrees of punishment and reward? 
 Yes 
 Punishment: 

Luke 12:47-48   And that servant who knew  his master’s w ill, and did not 
prepare himself or do according to his w ill, shall be beaten w ith many stripes. 48 But he 
who did not know , yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten w ith few. 
For everyone to w hom much is given, from him much w ill be required; and to w hom 
much has been committed, of him they w ill ask the more. 
Matt. 11:22   But I say to you, it w ill be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of 
judgment than for you.  

 Reward:  
  Luke 19:12-27 

“The relation betw een our works and our future reward ought, how ever, to be 
understood not in a mechanical but rather in an organic w ay.  When one has studied 
music and has attained some proficiency in playing a musical instrument, his capacity 
for enjoying music has been greatly increased.  In a similar w ay, our devotion to Christ 
and to service in His kingdom increases our capacity for enjoying the blessings of that 
kingdom, both now  and in the life to come.  Leon Morris puts it aptly: “Here and now  the 
man w ho gives himself wholeheartedly to the service of Christ know s more of the joy of 
the Lord than the half-hearted.  We have no warrant from the New Testament for 
thinking that it w ill be otherw ise in heaven.”  Heokema, p. 264. 

 



G.  Why w ill there be a judgment day if at death people are already assigned a place 
(intermediate state?) 

“Since w hen believers die they pass immediately into the presence of God, and w hen 
unbelievers die they pass into a state of separation from God and the endurance of punishment, 
we may w onder why God has a time of f inal judgment established at all. Berkof w isely points out 
that the f inal judgment is not for the purpose of letting God f ind out the conditions of our hearts 
or the pattern of the conduct of our lives, for He already knows that in every detail.  Berkof 
rather says of the f inal judgment: “It w ill serve the purpose rather of displaying before all rational 
creatures the declarative glory of God in a formal, forensic act, which magnif ies on the one hand 
His holiness and righteousness, and on the other hand, His grace and mercy.  Moreover, it 
should be borne in mind that the judgment at the last day w ill dif fer from that of the death of 
each individual in more than one respect.  It w ill not be secret, but public; it w ill not pertain to the 
soul only, but also to the body; it w ill not have reference to a single individual, but to all men.”  
Grudem, pp. 1146-1147 
1.  A vindication and glorif ication of God 
2.  A vindication of the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord of all. 
3.  A vindication of believers in Christ 
2 Thessalonians 1:6-12  since it is a righteous thing w ith God to repay w ith tribulation those 
who trouble you, 7 and to give you w ho are troubled rest w ith us when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven w ith His mighty angels, 8 in f laming f ire taking vengeance on those w ho 
do not know  God, and on those w ho do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These 
shall be punished w ith everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of His pow er, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorif ied in His saints and to be admired 
among all those w ho believe, because our testimony among you w as believed.  
11 Therefore w e also pray alw ays for you that our God w ould count you w orthy of this calling, 
and fulf ill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith w ith pow er, 12 that the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorif ied in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of 
our God and the Lord Jesus Chr ist. 

 
H.  The justice of God w ill be perfectly just. 

Rev. 19:1-2  After these things I heard a loud voice of a great mult itude in heaven, saying, 
“Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and pow er belong to the Lord our God! 2 For true and 
righteous are His judgments 

 
Application: 
 A.  We should be deeply and profoundly impacted by this reality to come. 
 
 B.  This reality should cause us to have a deep concern and evangelistic fervor for the 
unbelievers 
 
 C.  This reality should satisfy our inward sense of a need for justice in the world. 
 
 D.  This reality should enable us to forgive freely. 
 
 E.  Here is a motive for a passionate life lived for Christ 


