
Eschatology 

Introduction: 

 Eschatology:  The doctrine of the last things 

 My checkered eschatological past! 

 Proper Biblical Principles to Guide our Study: 

  1. The Clear before the Difficult 

  2. The Literal before the Figurative 

  3. The General before the Detailed 

 Spurgeon declared: “we have even heard it asserted that those who lived before the coming of 
Christ do not belong to the church of God!  We never know what we shall hear next, and perhaps it is a mercy 
that these absurdities are revealed one at a time, in order that we may be able to endure their stupidity without 
dying of amazement!.” 

The Eschatology of the Old Testament (What did the OT believers look for in the future) 

“Properly to understand Biblical Eschatology, we must see it as an integral aspect of all biblical 
revelation.  Eschatology must not be thought of as something which is found only in, say, such Bible books as 
Daniel and Revelation, but as dominating and permeating the entire message of the Bible.  On this point 
Jurgen Moltman is certainly correct: ‘From first to last, and not merely in the epilogue, Christianity is 
eschatology, is hope, forward looking and forward moving, and therefore also revolutionizing and transforming 
the present.’” 

1.  The Expectation of the Coming Redeemer 

� The Seed of the Woman will crush the seed of the serpent  
� Genesis 3:14-15 

� The Seed of Abraham 
� Genesis 22:18  In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you 

have obeyed My voice.” 
� Galatians 3:8  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 

preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be 
blessed.” 

� A Lion form the tribe of Judah 
� Genesis 49:9-10  Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the prey , my son, you have gone up.  He 

bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse him?  The scepter shall 
not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to 
Him shall be the obedience of the people.” 

� A Great Prophet 
� Deut. 18:15  “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, 

from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 
� An Everlasting Priest 

� Psalm 110:4  The LORD has sworn 
And will not relent,  
“You are a priest forever  

According to the order of Melchizedek.”  
� The Great Davidic King  

� 2 Samuel 7:12-13  “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up 

your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

� The future Redeemer King is identified with the coming of God to His people: 



o Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

o Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born,  
Unto us a Son is given;  
And the government will be upon His shoulder.  
And His name will be called  
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7 Of the increase of His government and peace  
There will be no end,  
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,  
To order it and establish it with judgment and justice  
From that time forward, even forever.  
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

� The Suffering Servant of Jehovah 
� Isaiah 53:5-6 But He was wounded for our transgressions,  

      He was bruised for our iniquities;  
      The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,  

      And by His stripes we are healed.  
      6 All we like sheep have gone astray;  
      We have turned, every one, to his own way;  
      And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

� The Son of Man 
� Daniel 7:13-14   I was watching in the night visions,  

And behold, One like the Son of Man,  

Coming with the clouds of heaven!  
He came to the Ancient of Days,  
And they brought Him near before Him.  
14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,  
That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.  
His dominion is an everlasting dominion,  

Which shall not pass away,  
And His kingdom the one 

Which shall not be destroyed. 

“In summary, we may say that the OT believer, in various ways and by means of various 
figures, looked for a redeemer who was to come sometime in the future (or in “the last days”, to use a 
common OT figure of speech) to redeem His people and to be a light to the Gentiles as well.  Peter in 
his first epistle gives us a vivid picture of the way the OT prophets looked forward to the coming of this 
Messianic redeemer: ‘Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come 
to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to 
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories 
that would follow’ (1 Peter 1:10-11).”  Hoekema 

2.  The Kingdom of God 

Daniel 2:44-45  And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without   
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has 
made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.” 

3. The New Covenant 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, 
though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, 
says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”  



4.  The Outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

Joel 2:28-29  “ And it shall come to pass afterward  
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;  
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  
Your old men shall dream dreams,  
Your young men shall see visions.  
29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants  

I will pour out My Spirit in those days.  

5.  The Day of the Lord 

Isaiah 13:9-11   Behold, the day of the LORD comes,  
Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger,  
To lay the land desolate;  
And He will destroy its sinners from it.  
10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations  
Will not give their light;  
The sun will be darkened in its going forth,  
And the moon will not cause its light to shine.  
11 “ I will punish the world for its evil,  

And the wicked for their iniquity;  
I will halt the arrogance of the proud,  
And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.  

6.  The New Heavens and the New Earth 

Isaiah 65:17  For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth;  
And the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.  

 “The biblical idea of redemption always includes the earth.  Hebrew thought saw an essential unity between 
man and nature.  The prophets do not think of the earth as merely the indifferent theater on which man carries 
out his normal task but as the expression of the divine glory.  The OT nowhere holds forth the hope of a 
bodiless, nonmaterial, purely  “spiritual” redemption as did Greek thought.  The earth is the divinely ordained 
scene of human existence.  Furthermore, the earth has been involved in the evils which sin has incurred.  
There is an interrelation of nature with the moral life on man; therefore the earth must also share in Gods final 
redemption.” Ladd , The Presence of the Future  pp.59-60. 

� The wilderness will become a fruitful field (Isaiah 32:15) 
� The desert shall blossom (35:1) 
� The dry places will be springs of water (35:7) 
� Peace will return to the animal world (11:6-8) 
� The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea 

(11:9)  

Conclusions and Applications: 

 The OT believers future hope: 

1. The coming Redeemer 

2. The Kingdom of God 

3. The New Covenant 

4. The Outpouring of the Spirit 

5. The Day of the Lord 

6. The New Heavens and the New Earth. 

How many of these eschatological events have happened? 

 A.  Realized Eschatology, Inaugurated Eschatology…..  Already 

 B.  Future Eschatology….  Not Yet 



This forward looking faith gave the OT believers:  courage, hope, perseverance. 

Hebrews 11:32-39  And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and 
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in 
battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. 
Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others 
had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, were tempted,[f] were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 

 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having 
provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. 

Hebrews 12:1-2  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  


