
Biblical Exegesis 

Lecture 7 Notes 

A.  Review Principles of Interpretation 

B.  A Survey of Different Genres of Scripture 

� Genre- a category of artistic, musical or literary composition characterized by a particular style, form, or 

content. 

1.  Epistles  “Letters” 

 a. Standard 1
st

 century form 

 b.  One half of a conversation:  it’s helpful to see this filled out 

 c.  Outline and word studies key 

2.  History… (Acts) 

 a.  #6 principle of interpretation:  descriptive vs. prescriptive 

  Ex:  #1 

  Ex. #2 

� 1 Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether 

Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

3.  Apocalyptic  (Revelation) 

 William Hendricksen, More Than Conquerors, pages 1-50 



4.  OT Historical Narrative  (Genesis-Nehemiah, portions of Daniel and other prophets) 

  1. Progressive Revelation: 

   a.   Not all “good” guys are role models 

 b.   Levels of Meaning: 

  See:  How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth, Fee and Stuart, Chapter 5 

1.  Top:  Universal Plan of God in Christ 

2.  Middle:  History of Israel: Abe…nation…exile…restoration…CHRIST 

3. Lower:  individual narratives 

   c.   Practical Edification:  

• 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 

d.  The Meta-Narrative is Christ 

• Luke 24:27; 44-49 

e.   Law…how to apply…it’s historical and theological 

• Fee and Stuart  Ch. 9 

• 1689 Confession 

• Reformers and Puritans 

5.  Wisdom Literature (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Eccl, Song of Solomon) 

• See Fee and Stuart and our Textbook on Hebrew poetry (parallelism) 



6.  Prophets 

 a.  Forthtelling vs. foretelling 

 b.  Prophetic Perspective 

B.  Concluding Applications and Exhortations: 

 2 Timothy 2:15 

• Greek: Spudazo…root “haste”…zeal, diligence, strive, industry, effort; “…these words 

stress a serious preoccupation with something”…willing to work long and hard at it 

• Greek.  Dokimon…approved, certified…after testing 

• “Worker”…”not ashamed”…”cutting a straight path” 

1.  Do not dare to 1.) Speak for God…2.) take responsibility of being a shepherd of souls, 

instructor…unless you are willing to WORK HARD 

 a.  Do not be lazy 

 b.  Do not be content with surface, superficial, or shallow study and interpretation of Scripture 

• Jesus died and deserves our best 

• You have the tools to be an excellent workman…NEED effort, diligence, spudazw 

o 1 Timothy 5:17  Greek Kapiao—engaging in fatiguing activity, “labor”, 

“toil” 

c.  Avoid Galilean Fishermen Pitfalls… (or Western PA/Eastern Ohio Pitfalls) 

 1.  A fearful reaction to what is intellectually challenging 

• Peter and John…top notch theologians  (on limited education) 

2.  Fall Dichotomy between Careful Study and Spiritual Realities 



  d.  Make the whole of Scripture your personal study and subject of your teaching ministry 

  e.  Stay God focused and Christ centered as you study Scripture 

• Not doctrine centered 

• Not controversy centered 

• Not expositional centered 

• But rather:  Christ, Cross, Grace, Redemption centered 

o Saturated with a love of Christ, that will draw other to love Him as well. 

 


