
Pulpit Presence 

Intro:    “The dynamics that should be realities when a man is in the pulpit” 

  2 Cor. 2:17 

Doctrine: 

A.  This topic should be addressed by the very nature of preaching. 

  1.  Karusso, Karux… herald of a King 

  2.  “You are a herald of God.  A man of God…recognized by the people of God, who has done the  

                                   work in God’s Word so that you have a message from God… to the people whom God has 

                                   sovereignly placed before you…this should dominate and permeate how you preach (the act  

                                   of preaching).” 

 B.  Your pulpit presence should be marked by: 

  1.  Solemnity, earnestness, “awful” 

 2 Cor. 2:15-16 

 2 Cor. 4:1-6 

 

2.  Authority 

 

 

 



3.  Passion 

“To me preaching without passion is not preaching at all.”  John Murray 

 Flow from your knowledge and experience of God: 

o “…in order to be capable of any power of persuasion, you must be men of 

ardent and genuine religious affections.  You must be men of faith and prayer; 

you must live near the cross and feel  “ the powers of the world to come”.  We 

thus learn again the great truth that it is divine grace which makes the true 

minister.”  Dabney 

 Flow from your study of God’s Word…prayerful meditation…be gripped 

o Luke 24:32   And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us 

while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to 

us?”  

o “Although what happens in the act of preaching is often unpredictable, as a 

general rule, the level of felt grip and warmth and holy passion experienced at 

the desk and on the knees prior to preaching, will be an index of what we will 

experience in the act of preaching itself.”  ANM Lect. 7, p. 3 

 The contagion of emotions 

 

4.  The Voice: 

 Read “On the Voice” in Spurgeon’s Lectures 

 

5.  Eye Contact: 

 Luke 11:34a “ The lamp of the body is the eye.” 

 Jer. 1:4-8; 17-19 



 It highlights the seriousness and authority of the message 

 In draws people into the message 

 Work on this: 

 

6.  Movement: 

 a.  Be yourself…Be natural 

 b.  Work on: 

 

7.  Dress/ Appearance: 

 a.   The  Bible gives no dress code…but rather principles to guide us. 

 All things should be done for edification:  1 Cor. 14 

o 1 Cor. 9:19-23 

o 2 Cor. 6:4-5 

b.   Practical Applications: 

 Your dress (and appearance) should be in keeping with the dignity of the office 

 Your dress should not distract from your message 

 Your dress should be in keeping with cultural mores 

 Your dress should be in keeping with your position in life 

 Your dress should be in keeping with Christian modestly and humility 

 Stay in shape!!  This is hard work 

 

 



Application:  After All of This:  FORGET YOURSELF 

   Be most conscious of: 

 God 

 The Truth of God 

 The People you are addressing:  love them and ache for their good 

 Your utter dependence on the Holy Spirit. 

“Of all this art of persuasion he is the greatest master who seems to have none.  Let your aim be to 

persuade men in Christ’s name, and not to be praised for skill in persuading.  These two distinct ends many 

preachers confound.  You saw that the power over others’ hearts depends upon your own disinterested and 

genuine emotion.  You must so hunger for the salvation of the souls before you, that you shall desire to make 

the effect of sacred truth fill them, to the exclusion of yourself.  You must be willing to be nothing in their eyes, 

and to let your effect be everything.  He is not the true preacher who sends his hearers home exclaiming, “How 

eloquent the minister today; how beautiful his imagery, how artful his arrangement; how skillful his argument 

and his persuasion!”  But he is the true sacred orator, who dismisses them so possessed and overpowered by 

God, that they have forgotten the creature who was the channel of the truth.  The message should hide the 

messenger.  To make you masters of the emotions of others, then, self-seeking must be annihilated, and self-

renunciation must have its perfect work.  It is divine grace which makes the effective minister.”  Dabney, p. 260. 

Homework: 

1. Prepare a sermon outline (what you would take into the pulpit to preach at Crossroads).  Present it to 

the class.  Any topic, or passage you choose.  Tell us if it is a textual or topical sermon.  Do a careful 

exegesis…hear from God…get a message for God’s people and for the lost…outline it and come to class prepared 

to explain your plan to preach it. 

2.  Find a really good preacher who has preached on your text or topic and compare how he handled the 

text.  (you can search texts and topics on SermonAudio).  I may be able to help point you to someone. 


