
A Meeting With the Great ‘IAM” 
 

Exodus 3:7-22 
 
Introduction: 
 
 “Face to Face” meetings 
 

• Ex. 33:11  So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would 
return to the camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the 
tabernacle. 

 
 

• Numbers 12:8 I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; and he sees the 
form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses?” 

 
 
A.  Exodus 3:7-12   God’s Plan & Moses’ Part 
 
 1.  God very connected with Israel  vs. 7-9 
 
 
 
 2.  Plans to deliver and bless 
 
 
 
 3.  The “shocker”   vs. 10 
 
 
  
 4.  The excuses begin   vs. 11 
 
 
 
 5.  The end of all excuses   vs. 12 
 
  a.  “I shall certainly be with you” 
 

• Deut. 31:6  Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for 
the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor 
forsake you.” 

 
 

• Joshua 1:5,9 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

 
 



• Heb. 13:5-6  Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things 
as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So 
we may boldly say: 

“The LORD is my helper; 
I will not fear. 
What can man do to me?” 

 
 

• Rom. 8:31-32  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 

 
 
 

Application: 
 
 

 
  b.  He graciously gives a sign 
 
 
 
 
B.  Exodus 3:13-14   His Name 
 
 1.  Why might they ask this question? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“ A study of the word ‘name’ in the OT reveals how much it means in Hebrew.  The name is no mere label, but 
it is significant of the real personality of him to whom it belongs.  It may derive from the circumstances of his 
birth (Gn. 5:29), or reflect his character (Gn. 27:36), and when a person puts his ‘name’ upon a thing or 
another person the latter comes under his influence and protection.”  New Bible Dictionary, p. 421. 
 
“He inquires, ‘If…the people of Israel…ask me, “What (mah) is His name?” what shall I say to them?’ (Ex. 
3:13).  The normal way to ask a name is to use the pronoun ‘mi’; to use ‘mah’ invites an answer which goes 
further, and gives the meaning (‘what?’) or substance of the name.  This helps to explain the reply, namely, ‘I 
AM WHO I AM’. And He said ‘Say this to the people of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you”’.  By this Moses would 
not think that God was announcing a new name, nor is it called a ‘name’; it is just the inner meaning of the 
name Moses knew.”  NBD, p. 421. 
 
 
 2.  I AM WHO I AM     I AM 
 
 
 

• What does this mean? 
 
 



And God said unto Moses, I am that I am 
This signifies the real being of God, his self-existence, and that he is the Being of beings; as also it denotes his 
eternity and immutability, and his constancy and faithfulness in fulfilling his promises, for it includes all time, 
past, present, and to come; and the sense is, not only I am what I am at present, but I am what I have been, 
and I am what I shall be, and shall be what I am.  
  John Gill, p. 263 
 
 A name that denotes what he is in himself (v. 14): I am that I am. This explains his name Jehovah, and 
signifies, (1.) That he is self-existent; he has his being of himself, and has no dependence upon any other: the 
greatest and best man in the world must say, By the grace of God I am what I am; but God says absolutely—
and it is more than any creature, man or angel, can say—I am that I am. Being self-existent, he cannot but be 
self-sufficient, and therefore all-sufficient, and the inexhaustible fountain of being and bliss. (2.) That he is 
eternal and unchangeable, and always the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever; he will be what he will be 
and what he is; see Rev. 1:8 . (3.) That we cannot by searching find him out. This is such a name as checks all 
bold and curious enquiries concerning God, and in effect says, Ask not after myname, seeing it is 
secret, Jdg. 13:18 ; Prov. 30:4 . Do we ask what is God? Let it suffice us to know that he is what he is, what he 
ever was, and ever will be. How little a portion is heard of him! Job. 26:14 . (4.) That he is faithful and true to all 
his promises, unchangeable in his word as well as in his nature, and not a man that he should lie. Let Israel 
know this, I AM hath sent me unto you. 
Matthew Henry, p. 284 
 
 
 
“…there is no doubt that it mainly reveals God as self-existent and unchangeable. He draws His being from no 
external source, nor ‘borrows leave to be.’ Creatures are what they are made or grow to be; they are what they 
were not; they are what they will some time not any more be. But He is what He is. Lifted above time and 
change, self-existing and self-determined, He is the fountain of life, the same for ever. 
 
This underived, independent, immutable being is a Person who can speak to men, and can say ‘I am.’ Being 
such, He has entered into close covenant relations with men, and has permitted Himself to be called ‘the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ The name Jehovah lifts Him high above all creatures; the name ‘the God of 
your fathers’ brings Him into tender proximity with men, and, in combination with the former designation, 
guarantees that He will forever be what He has been, even to all generations of children’s children. That mighty 
name is, indeed, His ‘memorial to all generations,’ and is as fresh and full of blessedness to us as to the 
patriarchs. Christ has made us understand more of the treasures for heart and mind and life which are stored 
in it. ‘Our Father which art in heaven’ is the unfolding of its inmost meaning.” 
Alexander MacClaren 
 
 
Rev. 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty.” 
 
 
C.  Exodus 3:16-22 
 
 1.  “Go and do this” 
 
 
 2.  Vs 19-20    “It’s not going to be easy” 
 
 
 
 
Application:  How does this work out in our lives? 
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