
Exodus 2:1-3:6 
Moses: Birth to Meeting God 

 
A.  Birth of Moses   2:1-4 
 
 1.  Levi  
 

 Heb. 11:23  By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, 
because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 

 
 
B.  Moses Early Life    2:5-10 
 
 1.  Providentially brought up I Pharaoh’s household 
 
 2.  Moses-  “drawn out” 
 

 Acts 7:21-22   But when he was set out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him away and brought him up 
as her own son. 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty 
in words and deeds. 
 

 
C.  Moses and His People    2:11-15 
 

 Acts 7:23 “Now when he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the 
children of Israel. 

 
1.  He kills “an oppressor” 
 
 Acts 7:24-25  And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended and avenged him who was 

oppressed, and struck down the Egyptian. 25 For he supposed that his brethren would have 
understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand. 

 
2.  Sees Israelites as neighbors 
 
 Heb. 11:24-27  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 
the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the 
wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 

 

D.  New Home…New Family… New Vocation    2:16-22 

 1.  Midianites- half brothers…cousins:  Gen. 25:1-2;  6 

 

 2.  Reuel  (friend of God)… Jethro 

 



 3.  Moves in with Jethro…starts new career 

 

F.  The God Who Hears and Sees   2:23-25 

 1.  Sensitive to suffering and oppression 

 2.  Remembers His covenant 

3.  “Knew them” 
 
 
G.  Moses Meets God   3:1-6 
 
 1.  Ex. 7:7   80 years old when goes to Pharaoh….40 years a shepherd 
 
 
The years of the life of Moses are remarkably divided into three forties: the first forty he spent as a prince in 
Pharaoh’s court, the second a shepherd in Midian, the third a king in Jeshurun; so changeable is the life of 
men, especially the life of good men. He had now finished his second forty, when he received his commission 
to bring Israel out of Egypt. Note, Sometimes it is long before God calls his servants out of that work which of 
old he designed them for, and has been graciously preparing them for. Moses was born to be Israel’s deliverer, 
and yet not a word is said of it to him till he is eighty years of age. Now obverve,I. How this appearance of God 
to him found him employed. He was keeping the flock (tending sheep) near mount Horeb, v. 1. This was a poor 
employment for a man of his parts and education, yet he rests satisfied with it, and thus learns meekness and 
contentment to a high degree, for which he is more celebrated in sacred writ than for all his other 
learning….  Even those that are qualified for great employments and services must not think it strange if they 
be confined to obscurity; it was the lot of Moses before them, who foresaw nothing to the contrary but that he 
should die, as he had lived a great while, a poor despicable shepherd.  
 Note, (1.) God will encourage industry. The shepherds were keeping their flocks when they received the 
tidings of our Saviour’s birth, Lu. 2:8 . Satan loves to find us idle; God is well pleased when he find us 
employed. (2.) Retirement is a good friend to our communion with God. When we are alone, the Father is with 
us. Moses saw more of God in a desert than ever he had seen in Pharaoh’s court. 
 
        Matthew Henry Commentary 
 
 2.  Horeb…. Sinai…the Mountain of God 
 
 
 3.  The Angel of the Lord 
 
 
 4.   The Burning Bush…  God is Holy! 
 
 
 
Application: 
 
1.  We are reminded that God is holy:  separate, sacred, pure, majestic 
 
 
 
 
2.  He is the:  Faithful God, Covenant Keeping God, Committed to Hs People 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/3-1.html
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 Gal. 3:29  And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 

  
 
3.  Not a “Fairy tale” 
 

 Mark 12:26-27 But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, 
in the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. 
You are therefore greatly mistaken.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


