
Ephesians 1:15-23 

Outline the Passage: 

 

Exposition: 

Vs. 15   What are the 2  marks of a Christian in this verse? 

Vs. 16   Paul’s constant prayer for others 

Vs. 17   “the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know ledge of Him” 

• NKJV  “the spirit” 

• ESV  “a spirit” 

• NIV  “The Spirit”  (fn. “a spirit”) 

Vs. 18   This know ledge is central 

• “enlightened” 

• What is the hope of His calling? 

• What are the riches of His inher itance in the saint? 

Vs. 19-20   What is the “exceedingly great…pow er”?  This “mighty pow er”? 

Vs. 21   Various levels of authority 

Vs. 22   “All things put under His feet…” 

• Psalm 8:3-6  When I consider Your heavens, the w ork of Your f ingers, 

         The moon and the stars, w hich You have ordained, 

 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, 

         And the son of man that You visit him? 

 5 For You have made him a little low er than the angels, 

         And You have crowned him w ith glory and honor.           



 6 You have made him to have dominion over the w orks of Your hands; 

         You have put all things under his feet, 

• Psalm 110:1   The LORD said to my Lord, 

         “Sit at My right hand,  

         Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 

• Hebrews 2:5-9     For He has not put the w orld to come, of w hich we speak, in subjection to 

angels. 6 But one testif ied in a certain place, saying:  

      “ What is man that You are mindful of him, 

      Or the son of man that You take care of him? 

       7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; 

      You have crowned him with glory and honor 

       And set him over the works of Your hands. 

       8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” 

For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now  
we do not yet see all things put under him. 9 But w e see Jesus, who w as made a little low er than 
the angels, for the suffering of death crow ned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of 
God, might taste death for everyone. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:24-28  Then comes the end, w hen He delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father, w hen He puts an end to all rule and all authority and pow er. 25 For He must reign till He 

has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that w ill be destroyed is death. 27 For “He 

has put all things under His feet.”  But w hen He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident 

that He w ho put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now  when all things are made subject to 

Him, then the Son Himself w ill also be subject to Him w ho put all things under Him, that God 

may be all in all. 

“Head over all things…to the church” 

 Vs. 23  The church is His body, the fullness of Him w ho f ills all in all. 



Application: 

 A.  What is the implication of this for evangelism? 

• Acts 2:29-36, 37-39 

B.  We need to pray this for ourselves and others (as Paul did “often”) 



There is evidently a succession of planes in the heavenly realm. It is, as 

we are told later, the residence of “principalities and pow ers” (Eph 3:10; 6:12). 

But the throne of God, to w hich Christ has been exalted, is “high above” all these: 

Christ has “ascended high above all the heavens” (Eph. 4:10). The language of 

spatial elevation is used to symbolize transcendence. 

Various designations of authority are piled up to emphasize the 

supremacy of Christ. Whatever grades of authority there may be in the universe, 

they are all inferior to him. The authorit ies here listed (not in any technical sense) 

-- “principality and pow er, might and dominion” -- 

 
 

 
Perhaps the earliest description of the heavenly ascent in the literature of 

this mystical tradit ion is found in 1 Enoch 14:8-23, belonging probably to the early 

f irst century B.C. Here Enoch describes his upw ard f light to the dw elling-place of 

God, the “Great Glory” seated on the chariot-throne, attended by the cherubim. 

The description is base partly on Ezekiel’s account of his inaugural vision and 

partly on Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:9-10). 

As time w ent on, the details w ere elaborated. Enoch speaks of tw o 

celestial houses, the throne room of God being situated in the second and higher 

of the tw o; but later descriptions of the ascent speak of the seven heavens w hich 

have to be passed through, each controlled by its archon, w hile w ithin the 

seventh heaven itself the mystic must pass through seven halls of palaces, each 

guarded by its angelic gatekeeper. Only after all these had been safely 

negotiated could he behold the throne of glory. Before the throne of glory stood 

the angels of the divine presence, singing the praise to God; to part icipate in their 

worship and repeat their hymns w as a prize highly valued by those w ho had 

completed the ascent. 


