
Doctrines of Grace

Concluding Considerations

Handling the Antinomy

Review:

Ephesians 1: 3-6

I. Antinomy:  2 truths which seem to contradict but both are true.

A. Divine Sovereignty

B. Human Responsibility

II. Human Depravity

III. God is Sovereign in Salvation --  Romans 9

IV. Effectual Call

V. Packer on Antinomy:  “What should one do, then, with an antinomy?  Accept it for what it is,

and learn to live with it.  Refuse to regard the apparent inconsistency as real;  put down the

semblance of contradiction to the deficiency of your own understanding;  think of the two

principles as not rival alternatives but, in some way that at present you do not grasp, as

complementary to each other.  Be careful, therefore, not to set them at loggerheads, nor to

make deductions from either that would cut across the other (such deductions would, for

that very reason, be certainly unsound).  Use each within the limits of it’s own sphere of

reference.  Note what connections exist between the two truths and their two frames of

reference, and teach yourself to think of reality in a way that provides for their peaceful

coexistence, remembering that reality itself has proven to actually contain them both.”  (J. I.

Packer, “Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God”, Pages 28-29)



Concluding Considerations:

I. Spurgeon on I Timothy 2:3-4

1 Timothy 2: 3 - 4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who4 

desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Spurgeon page 151

“…My love of consistency with my own doctrinal views is not great enough to allow me
knowingly to alter a single text of Scripture. I have great respect for orthodoxy, but my
reverence for inspiration is far greater. I would sooner a hundred times over appear to be
inconsistent with myself than be inconsistent with the word of God. I never thought it to be
any very great crime to seem to be inconsistent with myself; for who am I that I should
everlastingly be consistent? But I do think it a great crime to be so inconsistent with the word
of God that I should want to lop away a bough or even a twig from so much as a single tree
of the forest of Scripture. God forbid that I should cut or shape, even in the least degree, any
divine expression. So runs the text, and so we must read it, "God our Savior; who will have
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."

II. Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility

A. The Bible emphatically teaches them both

B. Divine Sovereignty:

Psalm 115: 3 But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.

C. Human Responsibility

II Corinthians 5: 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that

each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done,

whether good or bad.

D. How to handle this antinomy:

1. Spurgeon pages 82 - 84



Asked to explain such a mystery, Spurgeon consistently replied that it was not his
business to do so. His duty was to deal with the whole range of scriptural truth and to
declare it in its true proportions. To limit the message to such truths as we can see to
be consistent with each other is to exercise a liberty to which we have no right. The
great error of Hyper-Calvinism is to neglect one side of the Word of God because it
does not know how to explain both that the will of God is effective and sovereign in
all things and that man is free and responsible for all his actions.  ‘Both are true; no
two truths can be inconsistent with each other; and what you have to do is to believe
them both.’  In an early sermon on ‘Sovereign Grace and Man's Responsibility'
Spurgeon introduced his subject with these words:

‘The system of truth is not one straight line, but two.  No man will ever get a right
view of the gospel until he knows how to look at the two lines at once  Now, if l were
to declare that man was so free to act, that there is no presidence of God over his
actions, I should be driven very near to atheism; and if, on the other hand, I declare
that God so overrules all things, as that man is not free to be responsible, I am driven
at once to Antinominism or fatalism. That God predestinates, and that man is
responsible, are two things that few can see. They are believed to be inconsistent and
contradictory; but they are not.  It is the fault of our weak judgment it is my folly that
leads me to imagine that two truths can ever contradict each other.'

This emphasis will be found over and over again in my sermons. Let me give two
more extracts:

‘I believe in predestination, yea, even in its very jots and tittles.  I believe that the
path of a single grain of dust in the March wind is ordained and settled by a decree
which cannot be violated; that every word and thought of man, every flittering of a
sparrow's wing, every flight of a fly … that everything, in fact is foreknown and
foreordained.  But I do equally believe in the free agency of man, that man acts as he
wills, especially in moral operations – choosing the evil with a will that is unbiased
by anything that comes from God, biased only by his own depravity of heart and the
perverseness of his habits; choosing the right too, with perfect freedom, though
sacredly guided and led by the Holy Spirit … I believe that man is as accountable as
if there were no destiny whatever … Where these two truths meet I do not know, nor
do I want to know. They do not puzzle me, since I have given up my mind to
believing them both.'

Elsewhere on the same theme he says:
‘Some have supposed that when we believe with David, in Psalm 115, that God

hath done whatsoever he hath pleased, we deny free agency, and of necessity moral
responsibility also. Nay, but we declare that those who would do so are tinctured with
the old captious spirit of him who said, “Why doth he yet find fault, for who hath
resisted his will?” and our answer is that of Paul, “Nay, but O man, who art thou that
repliest against God?”  Can you understand it, for I cannot, how a man is a free agent,
a responsible agent, so that his sin is his own willful sin and lies with him and never
with God, and yet at the same time God's purposes are fulfilled, and his will is done
even by demons and corrupt men? – I cannot comprehend it: without hesitation I
believe it, and rejoice so to do, I never hope to comprehend it.  I worship a God I
never expect to comprehend … It is my firm belief that everything in heaven, and
earth and hell, will be seen to be, in the long run, part of the divine plan; yet never is



God the author or the accomplice of sin … sin rests with man, wholly with man, and
yet by some strange overruling force, Godlike and mysterious, like the existence of
God, his supreme will is accomplished … to deny this truth because we cannot
understand it, were to shut ourselves out of a great deal of important knowledge.’

2. If man is to be saved:  God must do it.

3. If man is to be lost: he is responsible.

III. Divine Sovereignty and the Free Offer of the Gospel

A. John 3: 18  He who believes in Him is not condemned

B. Revelation 22: 17  And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears

say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water

of life freely.

C. Taught side by side in Scripture:

1. Romans 9: 10-13, 18 … Romans 10: 8-15, 21

2. Matthew 11: 25 – 27 … 11: 28 - 30

IV. Divine Sovereignty and the Love of God

A. The tension:

B. The Bible Teaches:

1. God loves all … Common Grace



2. His goodness is to lead to repentance

Romans 2: 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and

longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

3. He grieves for the lost:

a. Ezekiel 18: 23 Do I have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says

the Lord GOD, “and not that he should turn from his ways and live?

b. Ezekiel 18: 30 - 32 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one

according to his ways,” says the Lord GOD. “Repent, and turn from all your

transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.  Cast away from you31

all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new

heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel?  For I32

have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord GOD.

“Therefore turn and live!”

4. He Pities and has Compassion on All

a. “God’s love for the lost is the love of pity … it is the love of compassion.  It is a

love of sorrow.  It is a love of pathos.  It is the same deep sense of compassion

and pity we have when we see a scab-ridden derelict lying in the gutter.  It is not a

love that is incompatible with revulsion, but it is a genuine, well-meant,

compassionate, sympathetic love nonetheless.” (John MacArthur, The Love of

God, page 120.)

b. Isaiah 16: 11 - 13 Therefore my heart shall resound like a harp for Moab,

And my inner being for Kir Heres.

And it shall come to pass,12 



When it is seen that Moab is weary on the high place,

That he will come to his sanctuary to pray;

But he will not prevail.

This is the word which the LORD has spoken concerning Moab since that13 

time.

c. Jeremiah 48: 35 - 37 “Moreover,” says the LORD,

“I will cause to cease in Moab

The one who offers sacrifices in the high places

And burns incense to his gods.

 Therefore My heart shall wail like flutes for Moab,36

And like flutes My heart shall wail

For the men of Kir Heres.

Therefore the riches they have acquired have perished.

 “For every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped;37

On all the hands shall be cuts, and on the loins sackcloth—

d. Matthew 23: 37 - 39 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets

and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your

children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were

not willing!  See! Your house is left to you desolate;  for I say to you, you38 39

shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the

LORD!’”

e. Luke 19: 41 - 44 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it,

 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things42



that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.  For43

days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment

around you, surround you and close you in on every side,  and level you,44

and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you

one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your

visitation.”

5. His compassion is expressed in His warnings

“If God really did not love the lost, nothing would compel Him to warn them.  He

would be perfectly just to punish them for their sin and unbelief with no admonition

whatsoever.  But He does love and He does care and He does warn.  (MacArthur,

page 120.)

6. Expressed in the Free Offer of the Gospel

Spurgeon pages 91 - 94

Referring to the same truth, Spurgeon says: ‘We think that ultra-calvinism, which
goes vastly beyond the teaching of Christ, or the enlightened ministry of Calvin could
warrant, gets some of its support from a wrong view of God.  To the ultra-calvinist
his absolute sovereignty is delightfully conspicuous.  He is awe-stricken with the
great and glorious attributes of the Most High.  His omnipotence appals him, and his
sovereignty astonishes him, and he at once submits as by a stern necessity to the will
of God.  He, however, too much forgets that God is love.  He does not make
prominent enough the benevolent character of the Divine Being … To see the
holiness, the love, the justice, the faithfulness, the immutability, the omnipotence, and
the sovereignty of God, all shining like a bright corona of eternal and ineffable light,
this has never been given perfectly to any human being, and inasmuch as we have not
seen all these, as we hope yet to see them, our faulty vision has been the ground of
divers mistakes.’

If it were not that ‘God is love’ his presence could never have become desirable
to sinners.  The gospel presents love as the attraction.  ‘God so loved.’ ‘How
excellent is Thy loving kindness, O God! Therefore the children of men put their trust
under the shadow of Thy wings’ (Psalm 36: 7).  In the words of John Duncan: ‘Love
is the great attraction.  Without the sternness of holiness and justice it would be the
love of an unholy and unjust God; yet the holiness and justice of God repel the
sinner.’  It is love that draws, as the record of the four Gospels makes abundantly



plain.  The voice of Christ among men was the voice of love.  What was it that moved
Him as He saw the multitude but a compassion for all? (Matthew 9: 36).  What but
love brought Him the weep over lost Jerusalem? (Luke 19: 41) and to say, ‘How
often would I have gathered thy children … and ye would not!’ (Matthew 22: 37). 
What is clearer in Scripture than the evidence that love can be despised? (Mark 10:
21 – 22).  The preaching of Christ contained a promise of welcome for all and His
whole life revealed Him longing for the salvation of men and women.  ‘None of us,’
says Spurgeon, ‘loves men as Christ loves them; and if the love of all the tender-
hearted in the world could run together, they would make but a drop compared with
the ocean of the compassion of Jesus.’  ‘We say, “Sinner, only trust in Christ.”  Ah,
ye do not know what a great “only” that is.  It is a work so great that no man can do it
unaided by God … But if anything can call faith into exercise,’ he goes on, it is the
knowledge ‘that Christ is willing to receive thee.’  Preaching Christ, for Spurgeon,
had to include the urging of this knowledge upon all:

‘”If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink.”  He invites men to come;
He pleads with them to come; and when they will not come He gently upbraids them
with such words as these, “Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life” … All
our Lord’s sermons were so many loving calls to poor aching hearts to come and find
what they need in Him.’  ‘Beloved, there is nothing that so delights Jesus Christ as to
save sinners … You misjudge Him if you think he wants to be argued with and
persuaded to have mercy; He gives it freely as the sun pours forth light.’  ‘Paul had
no stinted Savior to present to a few, no narrow-hearted Christ to be the head of a
clique, but he preached a great Savior to great masses, a great Savior to great sinners
… My Lord Jesus, by His death, has become immensely rich in pardoning grace – so
rich indeed that no guiltiness can possibly transcend the efficacy of His precious
blood.’

But it is more than knowledge of the love of God as taught in Scripture which
preachers need.  They must themselves be possessed by the love of which they speak. 
Invitations to trust in Christ preached without love are no invitations at all.  And a
preacher who calls men to faith, uncertain about Christ’s desire to save his hearers,
will never make an evangelist.  Present fellowship with Christ is needed to end such
doubt.  It is Christ’s love, known and felt, which creates the spirit seen in such men as
Robert Murray McCheyne whose hearer believed that he was ‘dying to have them
converted.’  ‘We win by love,’ says Spurgeon.  ‘We win hearts for Jesus by love, by
sympathy with their sorrows, by anxiety lest they should perish, by pleading with
God for them with all our hearts that they would not be left to die unsaved, by
pleading with them for God that, for their own sake, they would seek mercy and find
grace.’

V. Spurgeon’s Helpful Conclusions: Pages 151 - 154

Does not the text mean that it is the wish of God that men should be saved? The word
"wish" gives as much force to the original as it really requires, and the passage should run
thus—"whose wish it is that all men should be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth."
As it is my wish that it should be so, as it is your wish that it might be so, so it is God's wish



that all men should be saved; for, assuredly, he is not less benevolent than we are. Then
comes the question, "But if he wishes it to be so, why does he not make it so? " Beloved
friend, have you never heard that a fool may ask a question which a wise man cannot answer,
and, if that be so, I am sure a wise person, like yourself, can ask me a great many questions
which, fool as I am, I am yet not foolish enough to try to answer. Your question is only one
form of the great debate of all the ages,—"If God be infinitely good and powerful, why does
not his power carry out to the full all his beneficence?" It is God's wish that the oppressed
should go free, yet there are many oppressed who are not free. It is God's wish that the sick
should not suffer. Do you doubt it? Is it not your own wish? And yet the Lord does not work
a miracle to heal every sick person. It is God's wish that his creatures should be happy. Do
you deny that? He does not interpose by any miraculous agency to make us all happy, and
yet it would be wicked to suppose that he does not wish the happiness of all the creatures that
he has made. He has an infinite benevolence which, nevertheless, is not in all points worked
out by his infinite omnipotence; and if anybody asked me why it is not, I cannot tell. I have
never set up to be an explainer of all difficulties, and I have no desire to do so… I cannot tell
you why God permits moral evil, neither can the ablest philosopher on earth, nor the highest
angel in heaven.

This is one of those things which we do not need to know. Have you never noticed that
some people who are ill and are ordered to take pills are foolish enough to chew them? That
is a very nauseous thing to do, though I have done it myself. The right way to take medicine
of such a kind is to swallow it at once. In the same way there are some things in the Word of
God which are undoubtedly true which must be swallowed at once by an effort of faith, and
must not be chewed by perpetual questioning. You will soon have I know not what of doubt
and difficulty and bitterness upon your soul if you must needs know the unknowable, and
have reasons and explanations for the sublime and the mysterious. Let the difficult doctrines
go down whole into your very soul, by a grand exercise of confidence in God.

I thank God for a thousand things I cannot understand. When I cannot get to know the
reason why, I say to myself, "Why should I know the reason why? Who am I, and what am I,
that I should demand explanations of my God?" I am a most unreasonable being when I am
most reasonable, and when my judgment is most accurate I dare not trust it. I had rather trust
my God. I am a poor silly child at my very best: my Father must know better than I. An old
parable-maker tells us that he shut himself up in his study because he had to work out a
difficult problem. His little child came knocking at the door, and he said "Go away, John:
you cannot understand what father is doing; let father alone." Master Johnny for that very
reason felt that he must get in and see what father was doing—a true symbol of our proud
intellects; we must pry into forbidden things, and uncover that which is concealed. In a little
time upon the sill, outside the window, stood Master Johnny, looking in through the window
at his father; and if his father had not with the very tenderest care just taken him away from
that very dangerous position, there would have been no Master Johnny left on the face of the
earth to exercise his curiosity in dangerous elevations. Now, God sometimes shuts the door,
and says, "My child, it is so: be content to believe." "But," we foolishly cry. "Lord, why is it
so?" "It is so, my child," he says. "But why, Father, is it so?" "It is so, my child, believe me."
Then we go speculating, climbing the ladders of reasoning, guessing, speculating, to reach
the lofty windows of eternal truth. Once up there we do not know where we are, our heads
reel, and we are in all kinds of uncertainty and spiritual peril. If we mind things too high for
us we shall run great risks. I do not intend meddling with such lofty matters. There stands the



text, and I believe that it is my Father's wish that "all men should be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth." But I know, also, that he does not will it, so that he will save any
one of them, unless they believe in his dear Son; for he has told us over and over that he will
not. He will not save any man except he forsakes his sins, and turns to him with full purpose
of heart: that I also know. And I know, also, that he has a people whom he will save, whom
by his eternal love he has chosen, and whom by his eternal power he will deliver. I do not
know how that squares with this; that is another of the things I do not know. If I go on telling
you of all that I do not know, and of all that I do know, I will warrant you that the things that
I do not know will be a hundred to one of the things that I do know. And so we will say no
more about the matter, but just go on to the more practical part of the text. God's wish about
man's salvation is this, — that men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.

Application:

We must believe the whole Bible and embrace all God has revealed of Himself:

Questions??????
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