
Doctrines of Grace

Review:

1. Eph. 1:3-6—tells us we are:

a. “chosen before the foundation of the world”

b. “predestined to adoption”

2. Antinomy - a set of truths that seem logically inconsistent and yet both are true

3. Circles, triangles and cones

4. Human Depravity—how deeply sin has affected us…”enemies of God”, “haters of God”

a. From man’s perspective:  No one would choose God

b. From God’s perspective:  3 Possible choices:

i.  

ii.  

iii.



Doctrine:  God’s Sovereign Choice  Romans 9

1. Introduction:  As hard as this doctrine is to grasp and accept, our generation desperately

needs to hear it.

"Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?  Matthew 20:15.

The householder says, "Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?"
and even so does the God of heaven and earth ask this question of you this morning. "Is
it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own?" There is no attribute of God
more comforting to his children than the doctrine of Divine Sovereignty. Under the
most adverse circumstances, in the most severe troubles, they believe that Sovereignty
hath ordained their afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty
will sanctify them all. There is nothing for which the children of God ought more
earnestly to contend than the dominion of their Master over all creation—the kingship
of God over all the works of his own hands—the throne of God, and his right to sit upon
that throne. On the other hand, there is no doctrine more hated by worldlings, no truth
of which they have made such a foot-ball, as the great, stupendous, but yet most certain
doctrine of the Sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be
everywhere except on his throne. They will allow him to be in his workshop to fashion
worlds and to make stars. They will allow him to be in his almonry to dispense his alms
and bestow his bounties. They will allow him to sustain the earth and bear up the pillars
thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean; but
when God ascends his throne, his creatures then gnash their teeth; and when we
proclaim an enthroned God, and his right to do as he wills with his own, to dispose of
his creatures as he thinks well, without consulting them in the matter, then it is that we
are hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a deaf ear to us, for God on his
throne is not the God they love. They love him anywhere better than they do when he
sits with his sceptre in his hand and his crown upon his head. But it is God upon the
throne that we love to preach. It is God upon his throne whom we trust. It is God upon
his throne of whom we have been singing this morning; and it is God upon his throne of
whom we shall speak in this discourse.

Charles Spurgeon

2. Romans 9

a. Verses 1-5  The Context

b. Verse 6a  The Issue:  Has God’s Word (and plan) Failed?  (Has God failed?)



c. The Answer Unfolded:

i. Verse 6b  Not all “out of Israel” are Israel

ii. Verse 7

iii. Verse 8 “children of flesh” not all “children of God” or  “children of promise”

iv. Verse 9  “word of promise”

(1) Galatians 4:28-29 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. 29

But, as he who was born according to the flesh then persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, even so it is now.

(2) Romans 4:16  Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so
that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the
law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us
all.

v. Verse 10

vi. Verse 11  Election Defined:  “the purpose of God according to election”

(1) Not born yet



(2) Have done no good

(3) Have done no evil

(4) Not of works

(5) Of Him who calls

vii. Verse 12  God made a choice

viii. Verse 13 Strong Language

(1) “Esau I hated.”

(a) “to love less, to regard and treat with less favor”

(Genesis 29: 32,33; Deuteronomy 21:15; Matthew 6: 24; 10: 37 - 38 …
compared to … Luke 14: 26; John 12: 25)

(b) It is a stronger term than this:

(context of verse: Malachi 1:1-5  Edom’s judgment)

(Psalm 5: 5; 11: 5; Proverbs 6: 16, 8: 13; Isaiah 1: 14; 61: 8; Jeremiah 44:
4; Hosea 9: 15; Amos 5: 21, Zechariah 8: 17; Malachi 2: 16)

(c) “We must not attribute to this divine hate those unworthy features which
belong to hate as it is exercised by us sinful men.  In God’s hate there is
no malice, malignancy, vindictiveness, unholy rancor or bitterness.  The
kind of hate thus characterized is condemned in Scripture and it would be
blasphemy to attribute the same to God.  But there is a hate in us that is
the expression of holy jealousy for God’s honor and of love to Him (Ps.
26:5; 31:6; 139:21, 22; Jude 23; Rev. 2:6)  This hate is a reflection in us of
God’s jealousy for His own honor.”  John Murray, The Epistle to the
Romans, vol.2 p. 22.



d. Dealing With Questions:

i. Question 1:

(1) Verse 14  adikia- wrongdoing, unrighteousness, wickedness, injustice

(2) Verse 15

(3) Verse 16  Election   (compare verse 11)

(4) Verse 17   The example of Pharaoh

(5) Verse 18 Conclusion

(a) Who hardened Pharaoh?

(i) Pharaoh did:  Exodus 7: 13; 8: 32; 9: 34

(ii) God did: Exodus 4: 21; 7: 3; 9: 12; 10: 1, 20, 27; 11: 10; 14: 4, 8

(b) What does it mean that God hardens a heart?

(i) Romans 1:24  Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the
lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,

(ii) Romans 1:26  For this reason God gave them up to vile passions

(iii) Romans 1:28  And even as they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do
those things which are not fitting;



ii. Question 2:

(1) Verse 19

(2) Verse 20

(3) Verse 21

(4) Verse 22  Vessels of wrath

(5) Verse 23  Vessels of mercy

(6) Verses 24 - 29  Us: Jews and Gentiles

Application:
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